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Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Johnson, F.W. (2017). Holding up your corner: Talking about race in your community.
Nashville: Abingdon Press. 113 pp. $15.99. ISBN 9781501837593
Rev. Dr. F. Willis Johnson is the senior minister of Wellspring Church in Ferguson,
Missouri, and the Vosburgh Visiting Professor of Ministry and Social Engagement at
Drew University in Madison, New Jersey.
Following the events of August 2014 in Ferguson, Missouri, in which an unarmed
African American teenager was shot by a police officer, Wellspring Church sought
to provide a place for dialogue among local activists. This book, based on Johnson’s
personal experience, is a call for Christians to act in the face of injustice. In the
aftermath of these events, Johnson’s church provided practical support to the local
community, but those measures did not probe the deeper concern of addressing
social injustice. The author challenges church leaders to accept the call to address
and correct injustice while acknowledging that this can be a risky and complex
undertaking. This book explores how our faith can be applied to such issues and
how the church can respond.
The title of the book is based on the narrative of the paralytic in Mark 2: 1-12. The
phrase “holding up your corner,” is used in the book to refer to the way we step
up to meet a particular inequity in the places where we live and work and have
influence. Each chapter includes theological grounding and ideas for next steps.The
author asserts that our faith requires that Christians participate in the public square
on matters of justice. His “empathic model of transformation” offers a framework
for churches to follow as they respond to a hurting world. The main part of the
book is devoted to the three steps in this model which include acknowledgement,
affirmation, and action in the face of racism.
Johnson makes a compelling argument for church leaders to recognize the social
structures in our society that benefit some and harm others, to affirm those who are
marginalized or silenced, and to act within their own communities to address needs
in their congregations and neighborhoods. This book offers practical guidelines to
equip and empower church leaders to confront injustice in their communities from
a faith-based perspective. It will be a useful resource for general audiences as well as
for pastors and faith leaders as they seek to engage in social justice issues.
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